Rock’'n’ roll’s jewel

Pearl Jam fans
believe their
band stands
above others

BY CHUCK KLOSTERMAN

1t's been seven years since Pearl Jam
eleased its debut album Ten, and just six

covered Lollapalooza festival. However -
at least in the realm of pop music - the
entire world has changed
Last night’s sold-out show proved Pearl
Jam is among the world's elite rock ban
The group has already managed to spawn
a second generation of fans,
1 was in sixth grade when they played
here n 1922 wasn' evn allowed {0 g0
o fack concert a he e said I7.year
o ary Camer,» seio o Tl oAl
High School. “Peir Jam is ot ke
Fastball or Marcy Playground or any of
those other radio bands. They have
staying power. There's somelhing else
there, besides just the music
Cizmar and his classmate, Tim Tracy
have driven to two other shows on the
current tour (in Toronto and Pittsburgh)
They're examples of how the new class of
Pear Jam discpls s he group
rently than it was perceived during
he srunge exploion o the eary %05, To
these kids, Pearl Jam is not the
ridden voice of alienated youth; p».m Jam
is an upliftin, feel-good band wit
insightful lyrics
“I get a lot of feeling out of these
shows,” Tracy said. “It puts me in the
right frame of mind. They're not an angry
band at all”
Pearl Jam frontman Eddie Vedder

the erowd hours before the huw

E‘:

works hard at portraying
imseif us & Man o the Poople - and i
seems Lo be working, Some of the reasons
fans gave for admiring Vedder were weird,
but they al poined toward one g al
idea: Vedder may lead the decade’s most
successful rock hand, but he's il just an
averge gy

s prtly connected o the peapley”
sid Joh Lyndhurst. “He's
ke a normal person. 1 ean, when he
stays in a hotel on tour, he goes swimming
by himsel. He doesn't bring security
guards to the pool.

It was unclear how Kane knew about
Vedder's swimming habits; however, that
profession of knowledge wasn't unustal
Lots of people in the crowd of more than
18,000 peopie seemed to think they knew
(or at least understood) a lot of peculiar
a1 perific doail about the groum

Fundamentall, it seemed like the one
overriding cliche about Pear| Jam had not
disappeared: Most of the band's fans do

LEW STAMP Bescon dormal
Pearl Jam's Eddie Vedder, performing yesterday at Blossom Music Center, is still a “regular guy," according to die-hard fans. Sec PEARL, Page 2
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