PEARL JAMS ON HEALTHY NOTE

Eddie Vedder makes up

for June performance
canceled by stomach flu

By Craig Marine

AN JOSE — Honoring
their promise to make up
a show which was cut
short by singer
Eddie Vedder's stom
ach flu, Pearl Jam re.
turned to the Bay Area
old-out
concert at San Jos¢
Spartan Stadi
With band members all apparently in
fine health, the group rocked through
ongs from all three of their albums, set
ting the 35,000 fans bouncing from the
first beat. Before the opening act took the
tage, Vedder came out with a guitar to

Saturday witha

m

perform one song to open the show. Be

a cheery

fore he began, he announcec
audience, ‘1 just want tosay my stomach

dder was referring to his condition
at the band's June 24 concert at Golden
Gate Park Polo Field when Young r
cued them from a sticky situation. He
took over the stage after Vedder had to
bow out of the concert following an early
morning trip toa hospital emergency
room.

Playing songs first from “Mirror Ball
and then from his own solo efforts, Young
did his best on that hot June afternoon to
prevent a total fiasco. Still, most fans left
feeling slighted, having eagerly antici
pated a performanc
Big Group. On this Saturday, Young was
nowhere to be seen.

Opening precisely at 4:30 p.m., Pear]
Jam moved briskly into “Evenflow,” from
the band's debut album “Ten.” With the
intensity of their performance, the group
seemed to be making «p\ﬂlhvv\l\u a
pology to their fans for the June 24
show. Those with ticket \ll\|\~1uru.ln(
earlier concert were given priority for

rom rock’s current

Saturday’s long-awaited make-up perfor-

mance.

Led by guitarists Stone
Gossard and Mike Mc:
Cready, the band roared
through their numbe:
Bassist Jeff Ament and new
drummer Jack Irons set
down a monstrous beat
over which Gossard and Mc-
Cready traded licks and
Vedder added his soaring
and hypnotic vocal stylings.

Itis Vedder, who ap

aches his song
though they were personal
letters to each individua
member of his audience,

pre

who separates Pearl Jam
from every other band cur
orming. He
brings life to the lyrics he
writes for the group's mov
ingand powerf
launches him
lyint
amanner that is nothing
hort of astounding.
During his performance
of “Black,” he was particu
larly impressive, pouring
his soul into the song as
though this were the one
defining performance for all
time. He followed “Black”
with “Alive,” a moving com
bination about 20 songs into
the 2%-hour, more than two
dozen song performance
The band hit several high
points with Saturday's
}

ng them “Jere.

rently perf

ongs and

If complete:

ery pérformance ir

my” and a medley of
“Daughter” and “Young
Man Blues.” It’s hard to
imagine Vedder giving so
much of hi
ter show.

Vedder at one point sur

he crowd and said, “So these a

B DacpleTVwild Eavoasin Pl oald
ave lifted my head up in San Fran
Following Vedder's abrupt departure
from the Polo Field stage in June, the
band canceled the remaining eight cities
of an 11-city summer tour. The tourhad
already been plagued by the group’s on-
going battle against what they see as the
monopoly of the Ticketmaster agency

Ifinshowaf-  Singer Eddie Vedder of Pearl Jam captivated the crowd at a concert Satu

Philadelphia-based ETM ticket agency,
whose service charge was less tha

cisco.”

charges by Ticketmaster. Unfortunately
for the band, they soon found themselves
effectively frozen out of many larger
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partan Stadium

e played repetitive songs over and

over,” Parker added. “I slept for halfan

hour right in the middle of his set.”
hey'll make up for it today,

promised Tobias, “unless they are butt-

wipes, which I don't think they are.” On
Saturday, Pearl Jam more than made
for their mid: co, with ever;
one leaving happy and satisfied

summer



