A hot evening with Eddie and Pearl Jam

oy Annabel Newman

Standing in the chilly night air, I find
myself hoping that the line of people
behind me won't push too much when
‘they linally open the doors.

Is 1t all worth it, I ask myself, and at
this stage I've only got as far as the queue
outside Electric City in Christchurch
waiting to get my ticket.

Two months later, after intensive
Pearl Jam listening, pondering the merits
of “Ten” wversus ‘“Vitalogy”, I finally
arrive at the gates of the Supertop in
Ericesson Stadium in Auckland.

Inside, the atmosphere is buzzing, the
fans are vying for prime Eddie viewing
spots, and the ceiling is dripping from the
intense heat inside the huge tent.

Fans religiously gathered for Pearl
Jam’s first visit to New Zealand, and, as
true worshippers do, waited for their
first sighting of “him” — Eddie Vedder.

The high school dropcut, who was
working night shift at a service station
only five years ago, seems surprised at
the crowd in the Supertop. This was
perhaps not surprising when he was
faced with thousands of screaming fans
he never knew existed in a country he
probably knew little.about.

Inspired by the crowd’s energy, the
band, which has sold millions of albums,
greeted the audience with a cover of
Australian band Hunters and Collectors
ballad, “Throw Your Arms Around Me”.
The crowd fell in love.

From then on, Pearl Jam could do no
wrong and had their fans spell-bound.
People screamed Vedder’s lyrics every
word of the way. He began in a powerful
fashion and mesmerised with his
legendary antics, including microphone
stand smashing.

Musical favourites such as “Daugh-
ter”, “Jeremy”’, and *“Alive”, kept the
audience pumped as the band delivered
two hours of musical magic.

The concert highlight had to be
Vedder's sincere tribute to the country he
had just discovered., Neil and Tin Finn,
members of New Zealand’s supergroup,
Split Enz, a band Vedder said was a
personal favourite, joined Vedder on
stage for an awesome finale. As the trio
blasted into Split Enz hits, the Supertop
pulsed as fans responded to the
unexpected appearance.

Kveryone had nothing but praise for
the Seattle quintet, and Vedder seemed
similarly impressed with New Zealand.

He nearly made it his last tour ever,
though, when he had to be rescued from
being caught in a rip while surfing with
Tim Finn at KareKare Beach.



