Police hit out at concert that turned into a jam

By JANE FAULKNER
The management of the Sidney
Myer Music Bowl yesterday re-
jected police suggestions that
Saturday night's sell-out Pearl
Jam concert — gatecrashed by
15,000 fans — should have been
staged at a more suitable venue.

Police said the gatecrashers
avoided paying $35 for a ticket
by flattening an outer fence to
gain entry.

“After the concert started, it

became obvious thousands of

people wanted to get in and

(v.hey) brought down the mmsy
fence,”

dent Peter Kemp, of Prahrnn

police, said yesterday.

To prevent possible serious
injury, police let the non-paying
fans join the 13,000 with tickets.

“It's obvious that there are
better venues to have that sort of
a concert where you can expect

. there will be thousands of

people intent on coming in,”
Superintendent Kemp said.

“And in that context, and in
the light of what did occur, we
can consider other venues that
would be better.”

But the Music Bowl's manag-
er, Mrs Mary Dancuk, rejected
the police claims.

“A lot of planning went into
the event to ensure that the
show would be a good night,”
she said. “The focus has been on

the negative rather than the pos-
itive. It was a successful and
great show.”

She said the outer fence was a

security did a sterling job,"” she
said.

Mrs Dancuk said she sym-
pathised with fans who paid

porary one used for “but ly the situati
concerts and a second perlmeler was beyond our control”.
fence was used as a “ dent Kemp agreed
cal barrier”. lhe nighl was well managed with
“At worst there was a breach  “no fighting, no brawling and no

by eager fans getting into the
concert but there were no major
injuries which showed the flexi-
bility of the venue ... and that

person injured”. Two people
were arrested and two have sus-
pected spinal injuries from
stage-diving.



